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KIMBERLEY — PAEDIATRICIANS 

629. Mr R.H. COOK to the Minister for Health: 
I have a supplementary question. Can the minister confirm that his trip to Tanzania, scheduled for next week at a 
cost to Western Australian taxpayers of around $20 000, is taking greater priority than the health of remote 
Aboriginal communities in the Kimberley? 

Dr K.D. HAMES replied: 

This is obviously not a supplementary question, Mr Speaker, but, given that you have not ruled it out of order, I 
will count it as a second question as it will give me a great opportunity to talk about my trip to Tanzania. 

The federal Minister for Foreign Affairs, my good mate Stephen Smith—he is probably not a good mate of the 
member for Kwinana—brought to Western Australia a delegation of Tanzanian government ministers, and we 
went with them to King Edward Memorial Hospital. They pleaded for help from Australia to assist with the 
problem of maternal mortality. One minister told a story about a patient in his electorate who had already had a 
child and who had delivered a second child as he was travelling through his electorate in his ministerial vehicle. 
The lady started bleeding about 20 minutes post-delivery, so the minister put her in his car and raced her to the 
nearest medical centre, but she died of blood loss on the way. Sadly, that is the case for many women in 
Tanzania; the maternal mortality rate as a result of post-partum haemorrhage is extremely high. They asked for 
help and the commonwealth government asked us for help, so I offered to lead a delegation from Western 
Australia to Tanzania, taking the doctor who is head of King Edward Memorial Hospital, the chief nursing 
officer and the chief midwife, to work out what they need. Stephen Smith has committed AusAID funding to 
provide whatever support is required to help the people of Tanzania. 

I have no qualms about this; we have to spend the money. I went to my mate—I thought he was my mate—
Stephen Smith and asked him for money for AusAID to fund the trip, because the commonwealth government 
was keen on it. He said that he did not have the funds for the project but that he was very happy that I was going 
and that he would commit funding for the AusAID project. 

Mr E.S. Ripper: Except you won’t deal with the Third World conditions in some of our remote communities. 

Dr K.D. HAMES: The conditions in those remote communities, as sad as they are, are nothing like the 
conditions in Tanzania. I believe that Australia, as a First World country, has a responsibility to help countries in 
desperate need, and I am more than happy to be going there. I am sure that the people of the Kimberley, given 
that I have spent an extra $9 million to fund health in the Kimberley, would welcome the fact that I am going to 
help people in other countries. 
 


